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Inmate population refers to the 81,974 inmates who were
present in the Florida prison system on June 30, 2004.
The following tables and charts will detail the characteris-
tics of these inmates. Other fiscal years are also featured to
illustrate trends.

The number of inmates in prison rose 46.2% over the
last 10 years, from 56,052 in June 1994 to 81,974 in
June 2004. There was only a 19.5% rise in inmate
population since 1999, but a hefty 6.0% jump from
last fiscal year.

The majority of inmates in prison on June 30, 2004
are male (76,675 or 93.5%) and black (42,572 or
51.9%). However, the percentage of black inmates in
prison is decreasing (58.0% in June 1994 to 51.9% in
June 2004.)

The top five categories of primary offenses for
which inmates are incarcerated are: drugs (19.5%),
burglary (15.1%), murder/manslaughter (13.8%),
robbery (12.8%) and violent personal offenses such

Florida prison population jumps 6.0% since last fiscal year

Inmate Population on June 30, 1994-2004

Inmates Incarcerated on June 30
(per 100,000 Florida Population)

as carjacking and aggravated assault (12.2%).
On June 30, 2004, 468 of every 100,000 Floridians
were incarcerated compared to 443 in 2000.
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Prison Population on June 30

Primary Offense of Prison Population
General Charactistics of June 30, 2004 Prison Population

*    One of the following conditions must occur for a crime to be defined as
violent under this definition: actual physical harm or threat of physical
harm, or a reasonable probability existed that individual criminal acts
could have resulted in unintended physical harm or the threat of physical
harm.

Data Unavailable=113                    * Sentence lengths of 50 years or longer, life, and death are coded as 50 years for calculations of averages.
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Category
Inmates in Prison 6/30/04 81,974 100.0%
Gender
   Male 76,675 93.5%
   Female 5,299 6.5%

Race
   White 36,935 45.1%
   Black 42,572 51.9%
   Other 2,467 3.0%

Current Age
   17 & Under 214 0.3%
   18-24 13,564 16.5%
   25-34 26,277 32.1%
   35-49 33,218 40.5%
   50-59 6,759 8.2%
   60+ 1,937 2.4%
   Missing 5
Prior DC  
Prison Commitments
   0 43,433    53.0%
   1 16,429    20.0%
   2 9,146      11.2%
   3 5,741      7.0%
   4+ 7,214      8.8%
   Missing 11           

June 30, 2004

Type of Offense Number Percent
Average Sentence 
Length in Years*

Average Age at 
Offense

Murder, Manslaughter 10,861 13.2% 35.3 27.5
Sexual offenses 9,049 11.0% 21.6 31.7
Robbery 10,490 12.8% 19.0 26.0
Violent Personal offenses 9,988 12.2% 10.6 29.8
Burglary 12,339 15.1% 11.9 28.8
Theft/Forgery/Fraud 6,917 8.4% 4.8 32.5
Drug offenses 16,024 19.5% 5.8 31.5
Weapons 2,183 2.7% 8.2 30.5
Other 4,010 4.9% 5.1 32.6
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There are 19,982 more inmates in Florida prisons today than there were 9 years ago.

Inmate Population  by Race
on June 30, 1995-2004

Inmate Population as of June 30th of each Year
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

TOTAL 61,992 64,333 64,713 66,280 68,599 71,233 72,007 73,553 77,316 81,974 

GENDER BREAKDOWN
Males 58,497 60,782 61,282 62,768 64,966 67,214 67,762 69,164 72,520 76,675 
Females 3,495   3,551   3,431   3,512   3,633   4,019   4,245   4,389   4,796   5,299   

RACE BREAKDOWN
White 25,152 26,988 27,518 28,235 29,405 30,894 31,308 32,384 34,588 36,935 
Black 35,584 36,100 35,874 36,669 37,718 38,679 38,852 39,239 40,583 42,572 
Other 1,256   1,245   1,321   1,376   1,476   1,660   1,847   1,930   2,145   2,467   

RACE/MALES BREAKDOWN
White Males 23,658 25,437 26,048 26,731 27,818 29,094 29,373 30,383 32,244 34,202 
Black Males 33,586 34,123 34,014 34,778 35,824 36,652 36,784 37,121 38,412 40,259 
Other Males 1,253   1,222   1,220   1,259   1,324   1,468   1,605   1,660   1,864   2,214   

RACE/FEMALES BREAKDOWN  
White Females 1,494   1,551   1,470   1,504   1,587   1,800   1,935   2,001   2,344   2,733   
Black Females 1,998   1,977   1,860   1,891   1,894   2,027   2,068   2,118   2,171   2,313   
Other Females 3           23         101      117      152      192      242      270      281      253      
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47.0% of inmates in prison on June 30 had been in Florida prison before
Prior commitment refers to any previous occasion that
an inmate served time in the Florida prison system.
This does not include supervision, such as probation.
Nor does it include inmates who may have been in
county jails in Florida, in other state systems or in the
Federal prison system.

The number of inmates in prison on June 30 who
had been in Florida prisons previously has in-
creased 42.0% over 11 years from 27,133 in 1993 to
38,541 in 2004.
The percentage of inmates in prison with a prior
commitment continues to decrease, from 49.6% in
1999 to 47.0% in 2004.
Of the 43,433 (53.0%) inmates in prison on June 30,
2004 who had no prior Florida prison commitments,
53.8% were white, 42.1% were black and 4.1%
were other races.
Of all inmates, 20.0% had been in prison in Florida
once before, 11.2% had been in twice before, and
15.8% had been in three or more times before.

Percent of Inmate Population with Prior
Commitments to Florida’s Prison System On

June 30, 1999-2004

Prior Commitments to the Florida Department of Corrections
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)
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Category
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

Cumulative 
Percent

None 21,300 2,066 16,993 1,304 1,565 205 43,433      53.0% 53.0%

1 6,394 380 8,855 415 349 36 16,429      20.0% 73.0%

2 3,034 160 5,518 245 180 9 9,146        11.2% 84.2%

3 1,717 64 3,723 162 74 1 5,741        7.0% 91.2%

4 941 39 2,405 107 32 2 3,526        4.3% 95.5%

5 474 18 1,372 49 11 0 1,924        2.3% 97.8%

6 224 5 773 20 2 0 1,024        1.2% 99.1%

7 70 1 363 6 1 0 441          0.5% 99.6%

8 25 0 151 2 0 0 178          0.2% 99.8%

9+ 20 0 98 3 0 0 121          0.1% 100.0%

Data Unavailable 3 0 8 0 0 0 11            

TOTAL 34,202 2,733 40,259 2,313 2,214 253 81,974 100.0% 100.0%
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This table represents the 67 counties in Florida and the number of inmates in prison on June 30, 2004 who were
sentenced from each county.

County of Commitment
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)

County Total Percent
Alachua 1,210          1.5%
Baker 94               0.1%
Bay 1,664          2.0%
Bradford 204             0.2%
Brevard 2,163          2.6%
Broward 8,172          10.0%
Calhoun 145             0.2%
Charlotte 502             0.6%
Citrus 436             0.5%
Clay 551             0.7%
Collier 861             1.1%
Columbia 533             0.7%
DeSoto 169             0.2%
Dixie 106             0.1%
Duval 5,306          6.5%
Escambia 2,796          3.4%
Flagler 151             0.2%
Franklin 57               0.1%
Gadsden 570             0.7%
Gilchrist 39               0.0%
Glades 47               0.1%
Gulf 113             0.1%
Hamilton 95               0.1%
Hardee 132             0.2%
Hendry 122             0.1%
Hernando 463             0.6%
Highlands 507             0.6%
Hillsborough 6,968          8.5%
Holmes 200             0.2%
Indian River 664             0.8%
Jackson 389             0.5%
Jefferson 143             0.2%
Lafayette 41               0.1%
Lake 815             1.0%

Lee 1,552          1.9%

County Total Percent
Leon 1,986           2.4%
Levy 167              0.2%
Liberty 69                0.1%
Madison 170              0.2%
Manatee 1,104           1.3%
Marion 949              1.2%
Martin 617              0.8%
Miami-Dade 8,664           10.6%
Monroe 502              0.6%
Nassau 353              0.4%
Okaloosa 750              0.9%
Okeechobee 233              0.3%
Orange 5,393           6.6%
Osceola 854              1.0%
Palm Beach 3,143           3.8%
Pasco 1,213           1.5%
Pinellas 5,144           6.3%
Polk 3,347           4.1%
Putnam 491              0.6%
St. Johns 676              0.8%
St. Lucie 1,506           1.8%
Santa Rosa 317              0.4%
Sarasota 1,087           1.3%
Seminole 1,110           1.4%
Sumter 297              0.4%
Suwannee 261              0.3%
Taylor 226              0.3%
Union 68                0.1%
Volusia 2,604           3.2%
Wakulla 126              0.2%
Walton 192              0.2%
Washington 194              0.2%
Other States 175              0.2%
Data Unavailable 6                  

Total 81,974      100.0%
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A primary offense is the most serious crime for which an inmate was convicted and sentenced to prison, based on
the statutory degree of the crime. It is called the primary offense because many inmates have multiple offenses for
which they are sentenced to prison.

Comparing Primary Offense Type
for Inmates in Prison on June 30, 2003 and 2004

For inmates with a primary offense of murder or
manslaughter, the average sentence length was 35.3
years and their average age at offense was 27.5
years. (Sentences of life, death and more than 50
years were counted as 50 years for these calcula-
tion purposes).
The average sentence length for other primary
offense groups was:  21.6 years for sexual offenses,
19.0 years for robbery, and 11.9 years for burglary.
For prison inmates, robbery is the offense type with
the youngest average age at offense: 26.0 years.

Most of inmates (51.8%) in prison on June 30 were serving for violent crimes
such as murder, sexual assault, robbery and arson.

Most (51.8%) inmates in prison on June 30, 2004
had a violent primary offense, including murder,
sexual assault, robbery and arson.
Drug offenders, those with primary offenses of
sale, manufacture, purchase, trafficking or posses-
sion of drugs, comprised 19.5% of prison inmates.
The most common categories of primary offense
among inmates on June 30, 2004 were the sale,
purchase or manufacture of drugs (10.8%), robbery
with a weapon (8.4%), and burglary of a dwelling
(7.2%).
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Primary Offenses
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)

Category
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

MURDER, MANSLAUGHTER 4,774 387 5,024 219 409 48 10,861 13.2%
1st Degree Murder 2,429 133 2,563 83 200 10 5,418 6.6%
2nd Degree Murder 1,419 102 1,939 84 118 19 3,681 4.5%
3rd Degree Murder 37 5 51 5 5 0 103 0.1%
Homicide, Other 32 1 39 0 3 0 75 0.1%
Manslaughter 365 52 373 40 47 9 886 1.1%
DUI Manslaughter 492 94 59 7 36 10 698 0.9%
SEXUAL OFFENSES 5,677 56 3,033 15 265 3 9,049 11.0%
Capital Sexual Battery 1,903 12 588 2 80 1 2,586 3.2%
Life Sexual Battery 520 0 689 1 26 1 1,237 1.5%
1st Degree Sexual Battery 612 6 339 0 20 0 977 1.2%
2nd Degree Sexual Battery 380 5 341 4 21 0 751 0.9%
Sexual Assault, Other 61 0 128 1 1 0 191 0.2%
Lewd, Lascivious Behavior 2,201 33 948 7 117 1 3,307 4.0%
ROBBERY 3,145 146 6,794 181 204 20 10,490 12.8%
Robbery with Weapon 1,893 60 4,711 98 139 16 6,917 8.4%
Robbery without Weapon 1,124 69 1,908 73 53 2 3,229 3.9%
Home Invasion, Robbery 128 17 175 10 12 2 344 0.4%
VIOLENT PERSONAL OFFENSES 4,472 300 4,584 439 287 28 10,110 12.3%
Home Invasion, Other 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 0.0%
Carjacking 176 5 461 12 26 2 682 0.8%
Aggravated Assault 451 24 384 45 27 2 933 1.1%
Aggravated Battery 1,098 49 1,221 173 85 5 2,631 3.2%
Assault and Battery on LEO 451 40 626 39 29 2 1,187 1.4%
Assault/Battery, Other 75 13 76 14 2 0 180 0.2%
Aggravated Stalking 97 4 57 0 3 0 161 0.2%
Resisting Arrest with Violence 176 15 263 16 10 0 480 0.6%
Kidnapping 634 11 787 16 63 4 1,515 1.8%
Arson 228 17 103 17 6 2 373 0.5%
Abuse of Children 261 53 135 64 16 5 534 0.7%
Leaving Accident, Injury/Death 128 11 45 1 3 1 189 0.2%
DUI, Injury 283 30 33 0 5 0 351 0.4%

Other Violent Offenses 411 28 393 42 12 5 891 1.1%
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Primary Offenses
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)

Category
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

BURGLARY 6,117    265     5,401   148    386    22       12,339   15.1%
Burglary of Structure 1,319    54       1,228   20       62      0 2,683     3.3%
Burglary of Dwelling 3,000    168     2,399   83       213    15       5,878     7.2%
Armed Burglary 999        29       716      10       59      4          1,817     2.2%
Burglary with Assault 696        11       979      29       44      3          1,762     2.1%
Burglary/Trespass, Other 103        3          79         6         8        0 199        0.2%
THEFT, FORGERY, FRAUD 3,319    633     2,360   456    114    35       6,917     8.4%
Grand Theft, Other 744        197     511      162    23      11       1,648     2.0%
Grand Theft, Automobile 562        42       445      22       28      2          1,101     1.3%
Stolen Property 1,349    126     632      29       37      8          2,181     2.7%
Forgery, Uttering & Counterfeiting 291        148     287      101    11      5          843        1.0%
Worthless Checks 36          17       20         12       0 2          87           0.1%
Fraudulent Practices 204        67       194      52       9        7          533        0.7%
Other Theft, Property Damage 133        36       271      78       6        0 524        0.6%
DRUGS 3,925    715     10,145 742    410    87       16,024   19.5%
Drugs, Sale/Purchase/Manufacturing 1,030    209     7,046   439    92      14       8,830     10.8%
Drugs, Trafficking 1,942    190     1,228   116    276    64       3,816     4.7%
Drugs, Possession/Other 953        316     1,871   187    42      9          3,378     4.1%
WEAPONS 776        18       1,307   38       43      1          2,183     2.7%
Weapons, Discharging 122        4          140      7         11      0 284        0.3%
Weapons, Possession 652        14       1,167   31       32      1          1,897     2.3%
Weapons, Other 2            0 0 0 0 0 2             0.0%
OTHER OFFENSES 1,943    196     1,575   71       94      9          3,888     4.7%
Escape 778        54       815      23       32      4          1,706     2.1%
DUI, No Injury 164        32       26 1 6 0 229        0.3%
Traffic, Other 578        40       456      15       26      1          1,116     1.4%
Racketeering 155        11       65         9         17      2          259        0.3%
Pollution/Hazardous Materials 5            0 1 0 1 0 7             0.0%
Other Offenses 263        59 212 23 12 2 571        0.7%

DATA UNAVAILABLE 54          17 36 4 2 0 113        
TOTAL 34,202  2,733  40,259 2,313 2,214 253     81,974   100.0%
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There were 4,741 (5.8%) inmates in prison on June
30, 2004 who committed their crimes before they
turned 18. Their average age on June 30, 2004 was
23.8 years.
8,695 of the current inmates (10.6%) are 50 or older.
That compares with 9.9% a year ago.
3,404 of the current inmates (4.2%) are under 21.
That compares with 4.8% a year ago.
The largest age group of inmates in prison on June
30, 2004 was ages 25 to 29 (16.1%), followed
closely by ages 30 to 34 (16.0%) and ages 35 to 39
(15.5%).
The youngest person in state prison on June 30, 2004
was 15 years old and the oldest was 91 years old.
As you can see from the table to the right, there were
214 inmates in prison on June 30, 2004 who were still
17 or younger. Of those in prison on June 30, 2004
who were still 17 or younger, the following was their
age at offense.

This chart below shows that the number of inmates
who are 17 or younger continues to decline, while
the number of older inmates (ages 50 and over) in
prison on June 30 of each year continues to climb.

About 5.8% of Inmates in Prison on June 30, 2004 Committed their
Crimes before they turned 18

Number of Younger Inmates Declines as Number of Older Inmates Increases

Inmates 17 and Under on 6/30/04

Age at Offense Number Percent
12 2 0.9%
13 6 2.8%
14 41 19.2%
15 67 31.3%
16 86 40.2%
17 12 5.6%

Total 214 100.0%
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Current Inmate Age
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)

Years in Prison
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)

Category
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

Cumulative 
Percent

16 and Below 8 1 37 1 0 0 47 0.1% 0.1%
17 46 1 115 2 3 0 167 0.2% 0.3%
18 132 3 265 10 16 0 426 0.5% 0.8%
19 345 16 615 29 28 2 1,035 1.3% 2.0%
20 615 29 983 37 62 3 1,729 2.1% 4.2%
21 794 55 1,234 50 71 11 2,215 2.7% 6.9%
22 964 60 1,350 67 88 9 2,538 3.1% 10.0%
23 1,027 62 1,440 88 79 10 2,706 3.3% 13.3%
24 1,122 82 1,539 78 91 2 2,914 3.6% 16.8%
25 to 29 5,043 382 6,971 332 423 46 13,197 16.1% 32.9%
30 to 34 5,242 476 6,559 383 380 40 13,080 16.0% 48.9%
35 to 39 5,290 549 6,098 446 311 41 12,735 15.5% 64.4%
40 to 44 5,308 474 5,677 412 277 38 12,186 14.9% 79.3%
45 to 49 3,642 326 3,887 229 186 27 8,297 10.1% 89.4%
50 to 54 2,122 114 2,085 102 103 13 4,539 5.5% 94.9%
55 to 59 1,211 66 851 29 55 7 2,219 2.7% 97.6%
60 to 64 687 28 306 8 18 2 1,049 1.3% 98.9%
65 to 69 355 2 141 7 14 2 521 0.6% 99.5%
70 and Over 245 7 103 3 9 0 367 0.4% 100.0%
Data Unavailable 4 0 3 0 0 0 7
TOTAL 34,202 2,733 40,259 2,313 2,214 253 81,974 100.0%
AVERAGE 37.0 36.6 34.8 35.3 34.3 35.7 35.8
MEDIAN 36.0 36.0 34.0 35.0 33.0 35.0 35.0

* GT= Greater Than.

Category White White Black Black Other Other Total Percent
Males Females Males Females Males Females

Six Months or Less 5,709      790         6,030      579         337         42           13,487     16.5%

*GT Six Months to 1 Year 5,052      673         5,382      498         347         30           11,982     14.6%

GT 1 to 2 Years 6,426      523         6,978      505         420         46           14,898     18.2%

GT 2 to 3 Years 3,657      237         4,153      243         214         36           8,540      10.4%

GT 3 to 5 Years 4,372      232         5,221      221         261         49           10,356     12.6%

GT 5 to 10 Years 4,733      158         6,214      167         333         43           11,648     14.2%

GT 10 to 20 Years 3,102      94           4,675      84           270         4             8,229      10.0%

GT 20 Years or More 1,148      26           1,603      16           32           3             2,828      3.5%

Data Unavailable 3             0 3 0 0 0 6             

TOTAL 34,202     2,733      40,259     2,313      2,214      253         81,974     100.0%
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Slight Decrease in Numbers of Inmates Suffering
from Mental Disorders

Male Inmates with Mental Disorders on June 30

Female Inmates with Mental Disorders on June 30

Generally accepted epidemiological studies indicated that be-
tween ten and twenty percent of the mentally ill in state and
federal prisons suffer from serious mental disorders.  In Florida,
about 16% of the inmates receive ongoing mental health care.
Mental health grades range from S-1 to S-6.  S-1 (Normal)
grades indicate no significant mental health problems are present.
Inmates may need only episodic outpatient care and/or crisis
intervention.  S-2 grades (Mild) indicate the inmate needs ongo-
ing services of outpatient psychology either intermittent or con-
tinuous.  S-3 (Moderate) indicates inmate needs ongoing ser-
vices of outpatient psychology (case management, group and/
or individual counseling, as well as psychiatric or psychiatric
Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner (ARNP) care).  Clinical
management may require periodic administration of psychotro-
pic medication, although the inmate may exercise her/his right
to refuse the medication.   S-4, S-5 and S-6 grades (Severe)
indicate inpatient mental health services in a transitional care

unit (TCU), a crisis stabilization unit (CSU), or an assignment to
the Corrections Mental Health Institution (CMHI).

 Over a five-year period, the percentage of the prison
population without significant mental health problems has
remained relatively stable and risen slightly in the past
year:  85.0% in 2000; 84.7% in 2001; 84.1% in 2002;
82.8% in 2003; and 84.0% in 2004.

 During that five-year period, the percentage of women
falling into the moderately impaired category has fluctu-
ated, with a recent major decline:  33.1% in 2000; 31.5%
in 2001; 36.4% in 2002; 41.6% in 2003; and 27.2% in
2004.

 In comparison, the number of males considered moder-
ately impaired has remained relatively stable with a slight
decrease in the last year:  9.1% in 2000; 9.0% in 2001;
9.3% in 2002; 9.8% in 2003; and 9.3% in 2004.
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Most Confirmed Alien Inmates (59.6%) in Prison for Violent Crimes
Primary Offense of Confirmed Alien Inmates

on June 30, 2004

Birth Country of Confirmed Alien Inmates
on June 30, 2004

What is an alien inmate?
An alien inmate is one who does not have U.S. citizenship.
Newly admitted inmates are referred to Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE, formerly part of INS) agents,
working in prison reception centers, who identify and
investigate those who may be aliens.  On June 30, 2004,
Florida prisons held 4,850 confirmed alien inmates.
What happens once alien inmates finish their prison
sentences?
As with other inmates, alien inmates are released from
prison when their sentences are completed.  If the ICE has
notified the Department that they will take an alien inmate
into custody, the inmate is released into ICE custody.  Some
alien inmates cannot be deported.  However, the majority
of alien inmates who complete their sentences in Florida
prisons are released to ICE for further immigration pro-
cessing, including possible deportation.
Under what circumstances would an alien inmate be
deported?
Aliens inmates are deported promptly after release from
prison, if they have been ordered out of the country,
have no further appeals of their final deportation order,
and are from a country to which the United States can
deport them.  Other alien inmates are transferred to ICE
for further deportation proceedings when their sentences
expire, unless ICE refuses to receive and detain them (for
example, in some cases when the alien is from a country to
which they cannot be deported).

Most confirmed alien inmates (59.6%) in prison on
June 30, 2004 were serving time for violent crimes.
Over one fifth (22.4%) of confirmed aliens were
serving time for murder or manslaughter, and (21.7%)
were serving time for drug crimes.
Cuba is the single country with the largest number
of confirmed aliens in Florida’s prison system (37.2%)
on June 30, 2004.
Mexico (13.5%) and Jamaica (9.2%) together
account for about one of every five aliens in
Florida prisons.
Honduras, Nicaragua, the Bahamas, the Dominican
Republic, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Canada
accounted for (14.6%) of confirmed aliens in Florida
prisons on June 30, 2004.

*    One of the following conditions must occur for a crime to be defined as
violent under this definition: actual physical harm or threat of physical
harm, or a reasonable probability existed that individual criminal acts
could have resulted in unintended physical harm or the threat of physical
harm.

Violent*
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 1,052
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* GT - Greater than, LE - Less than or equal to. ** Sentence lengths of 50 years or longer, life, and death are coded as 50 years for calculations of averages and
medians.

Sentence Length of Current Commitment
More than one-fourth (26.9%) of current inmates
have sentences of three years or less.
Whereas the AVERAGE sentence length of current
inmates is 14.6 years, the MEDIAN sentence length
(same number of inmates with sentences above and
below that number) is 7.0 years.
Over three-fourths (76.2%) of current inmates are
serving under the 85% law, which means that for
crimes committed on or after October 1, 1995, the

inmate has to serve at least 85% of his or her sen-
tence.
The largest category of sentence length for current
inmates is "greater than one year, less than two"
(12,273 or 15.0% of the inmate population on June
30, 2004). This category is followed closely by
“greater than two years, less than three” (9,763 or
11.9% of all inmates) and those with Life or Death
sentences (9,298 or 11.3% of all inmates).

Total  Sentence Length of Current Commitment
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)

Category
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

Cumulative 
Percent

1 Year or Less 2 0 2 0 0 0 4              0.0% 0.0%

GT 1, LE 2 Yrs.* 4,934        955         5,408        688         254         34          12,273      15.0% 15.0%

GT 2, LE 3 Yrs. 4,156        490         4,417        406         266         28          9,763        11.9% 26.9%

GT 3, LE 4 Yrs. 2,380        201         2,760        223         139         18          5,721        7.0% 33.9%

GT 4, LE 5 Yrs. 3,219        277         3,651        278         171         33          7,629        9.3% 43.2%

GT 5, LE 6 Yrs. 1,330        81          1,518        86          90          12          3,117        3.8% 47.0%

GT 6, LE 7 Yrs. 1,312        95          1,233        81          102         13          2,836        3.5% 50.4%

GT 7, LE 8 Yrs. 1,136        56          1,218        50          60          8           2,528        3.1% 53.5%

GT 8, LE 9 Yrs. 652          25          644          24          42          8           1,395        1.7% 55.2%

GT 9, LE 10 Yrs. 2,110        85          2,642        124         154         25          5,140        6.3% 61.5%

GT 10, LE 12 Yrs. 1,121        64          1,244        41          102         18          2,590        3.2% 64.6%

GT 12, LE 15 Yrs. 2,382        84          3,026        89          177         20          5,778        7.0% 71.7%

GT 15, LE 24 Yrs. 2,225        96          3,050        68          146         13          5,598        6.8% 78.5%

GT 24, LE 30 Yrs. 1,631        48          2,448        38          122         7           4,294        5.2% 83.8%

GT 30, LE 40 Yrs. 773          21          1,170        24          53          5           2,046        2.5% 86.3%

GT 40, LE 50 Yrs. 278          9            433          8            18          2           748          0.9% 87.2%

Over 50 Yrs. 418          12          637          7            31          1           1,106        1.3% 88.5%

Life/Death 4,090        119         4,722        74          285         8           9,298        11.3% 99.9%

Data Unavailable 53            15          36            4            2 0 110          

TOTAL 34,202      2,733      40,259      2,313      2,214      253        81,974      100.0%

Average** 14.5 7.4 15.5 7.2 15.6 10.2 14.6

Median** 7.0 3.0 8.0 3.4 9.0 6.5 7.0
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Offenders who committed their offenses on or after
October 1, 1995 are required to serve a minimum of
85% of their court-imposed sentence prior to their re-
lease. On June 30, 2004, over three fourths (76.2%) of all
inmates in prison had been sentenced under this law, mean-

Over three fourths of all inmates serving 85% of sentences
ing they will serve at least 85% of their sentences, and that
number continues to increase annually. The average per-
centage of sentence served for released offenders has risen
steadily in the last six years, from 77.9% in June 1999 to 84.9%
in June 2004.

Percentage of Florida’s Prison Population Sentenced
Under Minimum 85% of Sentence Served Law As of June 30

Class of Felony of Primary Offense
(Inmate Population on June 30, 2004)
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1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Category
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

Capital 2,504        96             1,879       53            170         6              4,708       5.7%

Life Felony 1,909        41             2,828       49            189         23            5,039       6.1%

First Degree/Life 2,193        102           3,252       111           143         9              5,810       7.1%

First Degree 7,464        460           8,789       428           634         106          17,881      21.8%

Second Degree 12,362       931           15,218     809           736         70            30,126      36.8%

Third Degree 7,344        1,099        7,581       856           331         39            17,250      21.0%

Misdemeanor 1 0 1 1 0 0 3              0.0%

Data Unavailable 425           4 711 6 11 0 1,157       

TOTAL 34,202       2,733        40,259     2,313        2,214      253          81,974      100.0%



INMATE POPULATION ON JUNE 30, 2004

• 33 •FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 2003-04 ANNUAL REPORT

Median Grade Level Achieved by Inmates Tested Was 7.3
Periodically inmates are tested to determine
their educational grade level in the form of a
school grade level. The table on the right shows
the grade levels for the most recent TABE
scores of the inmate prison population on June
30, 2004, which is the last day of the fiscal year.
Inmates with unavailable data were not included
in the analysis.

Of all scores analyzed, the median test
score (half the scores were above and half
were below this score) was 7.3, compared
with 6.4 for inmates who were admitted to
prison in FY 2003-04.
The tested grade level achieved most often
(13.3%) was the twelfth grade, compared to
a tested grade level of fifth grade (13.5%) for
inmates admitted in FY 2003-04.
The table below groups the grade levels of
the June 30, 2004 prison population into
three different categories: basic literacy,
functional literacy, or GED Prep.  Again,
inmates with unavailable data were not
included in the analysis.
Six of every ten inmates who were tested
on June 30, 2004 (62.1%) had not achieved
GED Prep literacy skills (scored less than the
ninth grade level).
Almost thirty-eight percent (37.9%) had
GED Prep literacy skills (ninth grade literacy
skills or better).

Tested Education Grade Level
(Most Recent Tests of Adult Basic Education

[TABE] Scores as of June 30, 2004)

Tested Literacy Skill Level
(Most Recent Tests of Adult Basic Education [TABE] Scores as of June 30, 2004)

Literacy Skill Level
White 
Males

White 
Females

Black 
Males

Black 
Females

Other 
Males

Other 
Females Total Percent

Cumulative 
Percent

Basic Literacy (1.0-4.9) 4,583     273        13,028    777        552        66          19,279    25.4% 25.4%
Functional Literacy (5.0-8.9) 9,696     833        15,598    961        610        80          27,778    36.7% 62.1%
GED Prep (9.0-12.9) 16,642    1,536     9,397     525        524        84          28,708    37.9% 100.0%
Data Unavailable 3,281     91          2,236     50          528        23          6,209     
Total 34,202    2,733     40,259    2,313     2,214     253        81,974    100.0% 100.0%
Median 9.4 9.7 6.1 6.0 6.3 6.6 7.3

Grade Level Male Female Total Percent Cumulative Percent
1 1,570     58          1,628     2.1% 2.1%
2 4,972     308        5,280     7.0% 9.1%
3 6,213     392        6,605     8.7% 17.8%
4 5,408     358        5,766     7.6% 25.4%
5 8,135     550        8,685     11.5% 36.9%
6 7,780     583        8,363     11.0% 47.9%
7 5,031     370        5,401     7.1% 55.1%
8 4,958     371        5,329     7.0% 62.1%
9 8,181     610        8,791     11.6% 73.7%

10 3,770     275        4,045     5.3% 79.1%
11 5,288     491        5,779     7.6% 86.7%
12 9,324     769        10,093    13.3% 100.0%

Missing 6,045     164        6,209     
Total 76,675    5,299     81,974    100.0% 100.0%
Median 7.3         7.8         7.3         


